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Stuttgart, Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany
Saturday, 18 April 2026

Elena Rybakina

Press Conference

E. RYBAKINA/M. Andreeva
7-5, 6-1

THE MODERATOR: Elena, congratulations. Into another
final here in Stuttgart. What were you most pleased about
with your performance today?

ELENA RYBAKINA: Thank you. Yeah, really happy with
the way | played today. First set was pretty close, but then
in the second, | got the lead and felt even more
comfortable. | was stepping in more and playing more
aggressive.

THE MODERATOR: Questions.

Q. I want to ask about yesterday evening, because
sometimes in the past, finishing pretty late and then
going to sleep even later gave you some issues. How
did you manage the recovery coming into this match?

ELENA RYBAKINA: Well, | tried to sleep in. Of course, it
was not as easy to fall asleep. | think | went to sleep
around 2:00. Then the match was not that early, so | got
time to wake up around 12:00, so it was a good amount of
hours.

Yeah, it's always challenging. Sometimes the body reacts
different. Of course | woke up today sore, but | thought
that it's actually going to be worse.

Q. | guess talking about the final, you'll face Karolina
Muchova. | know you've played her a few times but on
hard court. What do you think about her game makes
her difficult from what you have seen of her on clay?

ELENA RYBAKINA: Yeah, she's really a great player, and
she has really nice touch, hands. She can serve with very
good placement, opening the court.

So it's going to be an interesting match. | think my goal is
always try to stay aggressive, serve well, as | did today,
and yeah, we'll see what's gonna happen. But definitely it's
the last match, and | want to give my best.
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Q. Your last game against Mirra was a totally different
game at Indian Wells this year.

ELENA RYBAKINA: Last year.

Q. Last year, yeah, of course. What happened
between them? Because the way you played, | mean,
for us, was totally different. What happened? | can't
think it's not just about the clay, right?

ELENA RYBAKINA: Well, we're talking about two different
periods of time for me. Last year at the beginning of the
year was very different. Another team, different coach. |
wouldn't say that we did good preparation, because |
thought that it was not bad, but then coming to Australia |
got injured straightaway with the back, and then just overall
| think it was a lot of new where | was trying to adapt, so it
was not much consistency and what we were doing from
daily work.

Now | think | found my rhythm, confidence game after
winning some titles in the end of last season. Soitis
different, and I'm happy that I'm improving from one match
to another and we're still trying to work on little details.
Yeah, for now, everything has been going pretty well.

Q. Mental toughness seems to be your strong side.
How do you manage this? Do you work currently, |
don't know, with sports psychologist or maybe in the
past?

ELENA RYBAKINA: No, | don't work with anyone. | tried,
but it was just couple sessions.

I think when you -- first of all, it's also experience. Being on
the tour for so long, winning different titles, losing in tough
finals, | feel like you get more experience. And also, if you
have a good team around, they can definitely help you with
the motivation, they can help you mentally. If you are
maybe down or a little bit frustrated, they can always lift
you up.

| think everyone is different, but for now I'm happy with the
way everything is going and with the way my team setup
right now, so...

... when all is said, we’re done.®
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Q. One question about yesterday again, the mental
toughness also. | mean, you were match points down
two times, but you didn't show any bad emotions at
that point and executed so cold. How is it on the
inside? Are you cool, or are you...

ELENA RYBAKINA: Well, I'm a calm person overall, but
yesterday, beginning of the match, | was a lot frustrated
and | would say negative.

But then, when the second set got closer, | was just trying
to focus on the match, on separate points, because if
you're negative, you just go downhill. Basically | couldn't
change nothing for the whole set.

Then also a bit of luck should be on your side, so I'm happy
that | won that three-set match and also saved some match
points. But there is also many matches when I'm having
match points and then losing.

So this time it went my way, and I'm pretty happy.

Q. I can't remember why you hadn't been here last
year in Stuttgart. Were you injured, or did it just not fit
into your schedule?

ELENA RYBAKINA: No, | was playing Billie Jean King
Cup and actually it was in Australia, which was really
difficult to then perform well on clay, | would say.

Q. You have local fan clubs here in Stuttgart and
walk-in kids. Probably there's been a certain
interaction, probably nonverbally. Can you tell us
about the kids and local fans?

ELENA RYBAKINA: Yeah, it's a really nice tournament.
You get to see your fans closer after the match, a lot of
kids, and it's really great to see them looking up to you. |
feel like overall this tournament is great, and we see the
stadium is full, which is an amazing thing. So, yeah, the
fans are great here.

Q. I don't know if | understood it correctly this week
on the on-court interview, that you said you did your
driver's license in the Porsche you won? How can that
be, because you have...

ELENA RYBAKINA: No, | had to get my exams actually
two times because of different countries, different rules. |
had to do also in Dubai the exam, so they had, | think it's
only in Dubai they have this VIP service where you can
choose actually any car.

| chose Porsche, so whenever | did the exams and | did
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some driving lessons and everything, | went straight to my
new car so it was easier to drive after.

Q. When we talk about inspiration for little kids, who
has been an inspiration for you, which players?

ELENA RYBAKINA: | can't say that | had particular
players. | always loved to watch Roger Federer when |
was little, but | would say that generally, whenever it was
shown on TV, some great rivalries, | was just enjoying the
match, probably taking a little bit from each player what
would be nice to have in your game.
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